Chapter EI

HISTORICAL PACKGROUND OF TRE CONFERENCE

4'F 3, In pursuance of General Assembly resolutions 3276 (XXIX) and 3277 iXXIX) of

'fln pecember 1974 and at the invitarion of the Sovernment of Mexico, the World

" conference Of the International Women's Year - the first such conference held under

“-muted Hations auspices = was held in Maxico City from 1% June to 2 July 1975, in

e course of the year which had been proclaimed "International Women's Year™ by
:fneneral Assenmbily resclution 2010 (X¥WII} of I8 Docember 1972.

.3, The Conference adopted as its principal decisions the Declaration of Mexico on
L yhe Bguality of Wormen and their Contribution to Development and Peace 1975 and the
“porld Plan of Action for the Implewmentation of the Objectives of the Internatiqnal
Wemen's Year, and recommended, intey alia, that the General Assembly should

consider at its thirtieth seszion the convenlna of anothey world conference on
Cyomen in 1980, 17

. hoting on proposals and recommendations of the Mexico City Conferenge, the
fopeneral Assembly, by its resolution 3520 (XXX} of 15 December 1975, proclaimed the
pgrlod from I976 ko 1965 as the United Nationz Decade for Hnmen* Equaltty,

_ In conformity with that and other decicions of the General Agcembly and of the
inomic and Social Council. and at the invitation of the Government of Denmark.
e‘ﬂnrld Conference of the Ynited Wations Decads for Women: Equality, Bevelcpment
g Programme of Action for thE Second Half of thé Unitad Hatlans Decade for Wbmen
1 a layge number of resoluticns and decisions cancecning specific subjects,

hrty-fifth session, should consider the convening in 1985 of another world
;ffErEnce on women to review and apprzise the achievements of the Decads. 2/

. The repork of the 1580 Conference was <ongsldered by the General Assembly later
Ethﬁt year; on 11 December 1980 the Assembly adopted resolution 15/136 by which
-fesponded to a number of the Conference's proposals and recommendations, and in
rtiuular -degided "t CONVENES tn 1985, at the conclusion of the necade. a World

o (para. 17). At its subseguent session, when it considered the subject
ﬁn, the Aspembly adapted resolution 36/126 of 14 December 1981, by which it

o t¢ the guestion of preparations for the 1985 Conference.

The Commission accordingly dealt with the guestion and reported and made

”tai“ recommendations ko the Econcomic and Social Council in the early pare of

2. "In responze to the Commission's report and proposals, the Council adopted
Ution 1982/26 of 4 May 1982, by which it decided, inter alia, to designate the
5%1Gn az the preparatery bedy for the Confersnce.

. The guestion of preparations For the Conference was Ffurther congidered by the
-*al Assembly later in the mame year. The Assembly adopted resolution 317780 of
ember 1882, by which it endorsed the Councll's declsions goncerning

tations for the Conference and took a number of other decisions relewvant
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thereto. Pursuant to paragraph 5 of that resolution, the Secretary-Gensral

appainted Mrs, L. Shahani, Assistant gecretary-General for Seocial Development ang j- jes Fi
YWumanitarian Affairs, as Secretary-General of the Conference. & 12 Apri
an the
9. Phe Commission on the Status of Women acting as the Preparatory Body for thy v its the
conference held its First session at Vienna in February/march 1983, ender the from 2%
chairmanship of Olajumoke Oladayo Obafeml (Rigerial. 1In its report 3/ on the .
cessian it addressed a number of recommendations, including the text of the T or. A«
provisional agenda for the conference, to the Bconamic and Social Council, which j, | open—er
response thereto adopted decision 1883/132 of 26 May 1983: in additiom, on the Sams } 7 Hay 1
date bhe Council adopted resolution 1983/28 concerning more specifically the ' © transmi
participation of non=dovernmental anrganlzationz in consultakive staktus with tha - partly
Council in the Confererce and in the preparatocy process at the national apd . " fPorwar
regdional levels. o conceet
A | ghjecri
10. ‘The General Assembly considered the report of the Commiseion acting as the o] tear 20
preparatory Bedy on its first session tincluding the provisicnal adgenda proposed SN
for the Conference} and the Council's decizions concerning preparations for the ) 1. 14. 1In
1985 Cenfersnce, as well as other related matters, at its thirty-eighth sesgion, [ in the
As a result of this consideration the Assenily adopted resolution 38/10%8 of . 4 the Pre
16 December 1983, by which it decided to accept with appreciation the offer of the  § Mrs. Ro
Covernment of Kenva to act as host o the tonference in Wairobl in 1985s took note, |- Women A

of the Commission's reports and endorsed iks recommandations; and censidered that V. Apprais

at the Conference particular attention would be pald fin connection with itew 7.of. 5 Develop

the provisional 2cenda) to the problems of women in territories under racist "k eonsulk
. 1 a . ¥ '

m~alonlal rule and in territories wnder forelan accupation, on the basis of 1 delibex

appropr late documantation fram the international conferences: held at Mexico City | I¢ advance

and Copenhacen, on women under the themes of eguality, development and peace. E T;Bthé-
P e “\_ B to
11. The Commission acting as the Freparatory Body for the Conterence held 1tz fi; ?% of thos
sacond session From 27 February to 7 March 1984, under the chairmanship of SRV i
Rosarioc G. Manale (Philippines}. 1ts report on thakt session 4/ was considered by, g 13- Th
the Econemie and Social Council, which by its decision 19847125 of 24 May 1984, . {i the Cen
tock note of the report, and approved the recommendations conkained in the cepark. - ~ develop

and decided to transmit it to the Genecal pssembly at its thirty-ninth gmacion. At gystem.
that sacsion the Assembly dealt once again with the subject of prepacations for. the
Conference and on 14 December 1984 adopted resalution 397129, by which it L
reiterated its appreciation to the Govertment of Kenya for offering to act as heat
to the Conferenge in Naircbi from 15 to 26 July 1985 yrged all Member States to :;
make all efforts to ensute the success of tha Canferencep toock note of the g e
Preparatory Body's second repoct and endorgsed the recommendations made thereins ad
made a nupber of recommendations concerning documents ko be gubmitted to the
Preparatory Body at its rhird gescion and documents to be gubmitbed to the
Confarenca. In the final paraaraph of Lhe resolution, the hssembly decided ta
inclode Ln the prowisional agenda of its Fortieth session the item "United Wat N8
pDecade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace”. -

12. A third session of the Commission on the Status of Women acting as the

treparatory Body for the Conference Was held at Wienna frem 4 to 13 March 18830
under the chairmanship of Rosario G. Manale {Philippines}. As explainad in th ';
report on that session, 5/ the Preparatory Body was unable to complete its bis ule € ¢
at that time, including consideratiom of the secrstary-General's ceport
{A/CONF, 116/PC/21} concerning the principal item on the agenda, as well as of #
certain other items fthe draft provisional rules of procedure for the Confere!
and cectain organizational makters}. It decided that certain of the unfinishe
items should be referred to the Economic and Social Council for aonEiderat ion EﬁJ
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 girst rggular session of 1985, In thieg <onnection, by decision 39/459 of

pril 1965, the General_ﬁssemhly decided, inter alia, "to request the Commizsion
.-the gratus of Women acting as the Prepayatory Body for the Conference to resums
s phird sesgicn 1n New York for a pericd of not more than peven days =tarting
lﬁém 29 mpril 1985, in order te complete successfully its preparatory work ...7,
33 agcordinaly, the Preparatory Bodylmet in resumed third session and as an
;f'ﬂ-ended working group at United Nations Headquarxters from 2% April to
:ﬁay 1985, With respect tQ the principal ltem on ite agenda, it decided 6/ to
- anemit O the Conference a text consisting partly of agreed recommendations and
Etly of proposals that were not agreed {separately i@entified) concerning
- yard-looking Stratenies of implementaticon for the advancement of women and
crete measures to overcome obstacles te the achlevement of the goals and
. atiyez of the United Natfons Decade for Women for the period 1986 to the

Eguality, Revelopment and Peace™, 7/

in conformity with Assembly decisicn 23/459, the Boonomic and Social Council,
i the wourse of its session from 7 to 21 May 1985, gave priority to the resulks of
i preparatory Body's ?e%ib?ratlnnaq The Council decided, inter alia, ko invite
.. Rosario Manale (Philippinas), Chairman of the Commission on the Status of

en acting as the Preparatory Body Ffor the World Conference to Review and

raige Ehe Achilevements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equaltty,
ralopment and Peace at its third and resumed third sessions, to hold informal
e anltations Ip Hew York, prior to the Conference, with a view to Facilitating the
= liberations of the Conference redarding the Forward-looking Strategies for the

ncement of women and concrete measures to overcome obstacles ko the achievement

ke goals and objectlves of the United Nations Decade for Women for the pariad
A6 to the Year 2000: Equality, Development and Peace - and to make the resulte
5f1hose consultaticons available to the Conference as appropriate.

5, The Council declded in its resolution 1585/46 of 31 Mav 1985 to bransmit to
s Conference the repork of the Secretary-General reviewing the issue of women and

By its decision 1585/158 the Council transmitted ko the Conference the report
the Committee on the Elimination of Discriminaticn against Women on tha
ilevements of and obstacles encountered by States parties in the implementation
the Convention on the Eliminatlon of Al Porms of Riserimination against Women.
lso transmitted the report of the Secretary-General aon the pacrticipation af
~gavernmental organizations ik the United Wations bDecade for Women.

The Economic and Socisl Council ¢onsidered the provisional rules of procedurs
the Conference durina its session. At its 26th meeting, on 31 May 1985, by
lsion 1985/15% the Council suthorized its Burea: to continue making every effort
rough informal consutltations to assist in resolving outstanding issues relating
L% the rules of procedure for the Conference and to submit the results ko the
ineil at a pesumpticn of its First regular eession of 1985, on 20 Juns 1985,

, L] ht
B resumed session. the Council by decision 1985/164 recommended a formulation of
le 6 relating to the composition of the General Committee of the Conference. The

tztarding guestion of rules 32-44 was referred to the Conference,

- The Conference was preceded by intergovernmental preparatory meetings
Bidanized by the regicnal commissions, in co-operation with the secretariat of the
ference, the specialized agencies and other bodies concerned. These redional
ings were held at the places and on the dates mentioned below: -

-3




Econnmic and Suocial Commission for Bzia
and the pacific Tokyo, 26-30 March 1984

Econamin Commission for Africa arnsha, B-12 Octoher 1984 ¢

Boonomic Commisaion for Ewrope
{Seminar on the economic role of woman

in the ECE ragion) vierma, 15-19% October 1984 | ﬁal;:i
. . . . : . from
Economic Commission for Latlp America 14 D
and the Caribbean Havana, 19-23 November 1984
Economic Commission for Western Asia Baghdad, 3-6 December 1984
22,

19. &t these regional itntergovernmental meetings and the Seminar various

recommendations, some dealing with matters of specific interest te the reglon gggg:
concerned, were adopted For submission to the Conference. B/ ' condw

. , s 1. Presi.
0. In addition, documentary and statistical material designed to illustrate the  -4& o0

evolution of the status of women in recent times was gathered by specialized E eunm
agencies and other bodies and organs of the United Nations system and iesued in- v ;
documents for submission o the Conference. An intergovermmental body - the R :;
Organization of African Unity — prepared jointly with the Economic Commission for- 1
Africa z document relating to the position of women living under a ceégime of
apartheid. Many non~governmenkal organizations having an interest in the topicw to %
he considered by the Conference arranged meetings or seminare dealing with such 7 -
topice and prepared statemenks or documents addresced to the Conference. (See ttg?_

T

1ist of documents in annex ITI o this report.}
A
o A
HNokes ) o A
" Ar
1/ See the report of the Mexice City conference, United Mations publicatiom By
Sales No. £.76.1V.1 (E/CONF,66/34]). L Ar
. Ay
2/ See the report of the Copenhagen ConFerence, United Mations publica?:!_:ﬂ_n P
Sales Ne. E.50.1%.3 znd Corv. (A/OONF.94/35), in particular resolotion i3 {thf Ba
draft of which had been intreduced by the delegatlon of Kenya on behalf of a Ba
of countries, see ibid., para. 420). Ba

3/ A/OONF.116/BC/9 and Carg.l and aad. 1.

4/  A/CONF.116/PC/19 and Corr.l and Add.l and Corc.l.

S/  A/UONF,116/PC/25. .

6/ Bee the report on the resumed third session {h.-"CGHF-llﬁfﬁf-‘ddjl.‘ilf
annex. .

3/ See document &/00NF. 116712, .

8/ For tha texts of the recopmendations and of the reports {or ex 5
thereof) of the regional intergovernmental meetinds, see the relevant "Pf
Secretary-General (A/CONF.116/9}. '

.
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Rfghanistan
Albania
hAlaeria
Ahwola
Antiaua and Barbuda
Avaentina
Australia
hugkria
Bahpain
Batigladesh
Barbados
Belaium
Belize

Benin

Bhutan
Botswana
Brazil
Bulgaria
Burkina Faso
Burundj

Cameroom
Canada
Cape Verde

Chad

.B.

Pre—Conference consultations open to
- ponforence wers held at Wairobi on 13 and
+. procedural and organlzational matters,

" ponducked under the chairmanship of Mrs.
-presiding Officer of the Commission actin

Byelorussian Soviet Socialist

Centyral African Republic

ChaEter IIT

ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Date and place of the Conferance

to Beview and Appraise Ehe Achigvements of the United
Equality, Development and Paage, was held at Naicrobi

'% from 15 to 26 July 198%, in conformity with General Assembly resolution 39/12% of

that paricd the Conference held 70 rPlenary mectingsz,

Fre-Conference consulbations

all States invieted to participate in the
14 July 1%B%5 to consider a nember of
These and other informal aonaultactions were
Rosaric Manalo {(Philippinesz), who had been
49 a5 the Preparatory Body for the

The report on the consultatiens (ASCONF.116/%.1 and Add, 1) was
sgbmitted to the Conference and ite recemmendat ions wa

the ordanization oF the Conference's work,
the structure of the Conference's repork,

fe acoepted az the bazis for
including the recummendation coneerning

C.  Attendapce

The following States were teprasented at the Conferences

Chila

Ching

Colombia

Comoros

COng L

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus
Czechoslovakia
Demotratic Kampuchea
Democratic People’s Republie of Koreg
Pemocratic Yamen
Denmack

Hibouti

Dominiea

Dominican Republic
Ectuador

Egypt

EL Salvadnr
Bhjuakorial Suiney
Ethiopia

Fijl

Finland

France

Gabon

Gambia

Republ {e
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; German Democratic Republic Fanama
Germany, Federal Republic of Papua Wew Guinea
: . Chana Faraguay
-j:' Greece Feru
E Grenada Philippines
Guatemala Poland
Guines Portuagal
Galnea=Blssan Republic of Eorea
Guyana Romania
Haiti Fwanda :
Holy Sea Saint Christopher and MHevis
Hondurae Salnt Lucia
i AungaTY Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
SH Iceland Samoa
Hi India San Marino |
Al Indonesta Sac Tome and Princlpe :
5 Iran, Islamic Republic of Saudi Arabia ]
U Irag Sanegal
o ' Ireland Seychelles
Israel Sierra Leonsa
Ttaly Solomon Islands
Tvory Coast Somalla L2
Jamaica Spain ¢
Japan Sri Lanka
Jordan Sudan
Kanya Surinama
Eiribati Swaziland
Kuwait Buwaeden
Lac People's Democyatic Republic Swikzerland 2
Lesotho Syrian Arab Republic i
Liberia Thailand
Libyvan Arab Jamahiriya Togo
Luxembourg Trinidad and Tobago
Madagascar Tunisia
Malawi Turkey o v
Malay=ia Uganda
Maldives ) Ukrainian Soviet Socialist
Mali Republic
Malta Union of Soviet Sceialist
Mauritania Republics
Maurikius United Rrah Emiraktes
Mexico Onited Eingdom of Great BELtﬂlﬂ
HMongolia and Horkhern Ireland ' __“-
KoroQco United Republic of Tanzania .
Mozambigue United States of America o
Mepal Druguay
Hethet lands Vanuatu
Hew Esaland Yenezuela
Nicaragua ¥iet Mam
Higer Yemen
Migeria Yirgaslavia
Morway Zaire
Cman Zambia
Pakiatan 2 imbabwe
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2. The secratariats of the followin

African WNational Congress (South Africal
Pan Africanist Congressz of Azania

Office ofF the Director

Co-operation

Department of Internatignal Economic and Bocial Affairs
Department of Technical Co-operation for Development
Depacriment of Political and Security Affafrs

Depactment of Pfublie Information

conferenoe;

1

kol

rI
e

Eoonomic Commissian for Latin America and the Carfbbean
Ecanomic angd Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

" The following tnited

Committee on the Elimination of B
v URlted Mations

- United Wations
~ United Nations
United Wations
Imited Natione
United Mations
v United Wations
Office

Ecohomic Commission for Africa
 Bronomic Commission for Westacrn Asia

Centre for Human Settlements {Babitat)
Children's Fupd

Conference on Trade and Development
Development Proaramme

Enviromnment Programme

Fund for Populstion Activities
Development Fund for Women

Industrial Development QOrganization

Internaticonal Research and Training Institute for the

Advancement of Women

Dniteq

UNited Nations Instityte for Trainina and Research
Nations Office for Emergency Operations in Africa
United Nations Sudano-Sahelian Office

United Nations Univereity

orld Foog Progr amme

L

.- Federation of International Civil Servants Assogjations
-;nternatianal Trade Centre UNCTAD/GATT

“Representat ives of the following specialized agencies and
r";ftﬂﬂl:iuns Participated in the work of the Conference:

Mnternational tabour Organisation

2 and Rgriculegre Oraanization of the United Rations

-7

é4_ The United Wations Council for Wamibia and the Special Committee zqainst
hggfth&id were represented at the Conference.

35, The Palesting Liberation drganization and the South Wesk Africa Peocple’s
- prganizaticn attended the Conference in the capaciky of abservers.

;EE- The following natioral liberation movements were represented by observers:

ﬁ, Members of the secretariat of the following United MNakions offices were
present throughout or during part of the Conference:

~General for Development and Tnkernatbienal Economic

9 regional commissicns ware represented at

Hatione bodies and programmes werz also represented:

iserimination against Women

; of the United Nations High Commissioner For Refugees
Urited wations

"United Nations

related

the
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United Mations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
internatlonal Civil Aviation Organization

World Metearological Qrganization

World Health Organization

World Bank

fnterpational Fund for Agricultural Development

31. The following intergovernmental organlzations were represented by observerp,

Arab Fupd for Foonomic and Social Dewvelopment

Avab Gulf Programme for the United Wations Develophent Qrganizations
Arab Labowur Organization

Caribbean Community Secretariat

Commonwealth Secretariakb

Council for Mutual Ecopomic Agslstance

Couzncil of Europe

European Commurity

Intar-American Development Bank

Inkergovernmental Committee for Migration

International Center for Fublic Enterprimes in Developing Countries
League of Arab States

Wordic Council

Organization Eor Economic So-coperation and Development

Organization of African Unity

Organization of American States [Inter-hmericzan Commission of Women)
Otganization of the Islamic Conference

32, A large mmber of non-governmental organizatiens ipn consultative status with

the Economic and Social Councii, or on the Roster, attended the Conference. The
list of participants is given in document A/OONP.116/TNF.1.

D. Opening of the Conference and election of its President

33, The Conference was called to order by the Secretary-Genaral of the United
Mations. In the course of hiz address he stated that the purpose of the Conference
was to draw up a balance shest of pesults obtained and of the many problems
remaining to be solved before women could stand everywhere beside men with rights
and opportunities equal not only in law but also in fact. He pointed out that the
United Natlons had congistently played an important rele in supporting efforts to
improve the lives and status of women around the world by providing a forum for
discussions and by devaloping the neceseary internaticnal instruments and o
strategies. In this important ephere, as in others, the endeavours of the United
Nations had been shaped by, and constituted a response ta, the process of rapid
change which bhad marked the 40 years singe the establishment of the ﬂrgaﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂﬁf

14. He sa2id that the International Women's Year 1975 had been an important eyt
in that it directed the world community's attention not only to the needs bubys
to the strength of women. Moreover, women themselves increasingly axpressed;:
wiew that they shared many problems and aspirations which transcended nai?iﬂhal
boundar les as well as cultwral and political backgrounds. Enmphasizing EN®y.si:
intearrelatedness of the themes of the Decade - eguality. development and |
noted the relatively greater progress made towards equality and the increa
recognition af the relationship between development and the advancement of . W
The issues of women's advancement could not be separated from those of peag
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was heartening to note that women were participating increassingly in the
gle for peace and disarmament. No doubt, the deliberationz of the Conference
‘“3 reflect political, econcmic and social realities, though ik could hardly be
lgtﬂd to offer solutions to problems that had for long been and were still being
Pjusseﬂ in other United Wations forums. 1In its discussions the Conference =hould
ge sight of the need to preserve and build upon the gaing achieved during the
man the basis of Ehe broad and genuine support of the entire international

poviewlng the achievements of the Decade, he sald that to expect that the
;15 of women's aguallty with men and full participation in the life of socisty
g5a1d be attalned in so short a epan of time was to belittle the magnitude of the
Jk. However, compared with 1275, thete was in 1%B5 a much greater awareness of
ta¢n's problems, greater advocacy of their rvights and greater understanding of
ir needs. Most importantly, this increased awareness was widely shared by women
ciemselves. Governments had enacted legislation outlawing discrimination based on
oz, and national meghanfisms to ensure respect of women's rights had been =et up.
4omen were beginning to make their presence felt in the public life of thefr
;oatries. The growing appreciation of the diverse roles which women could play in
Laciety had been responsible for many of the positive achievemants of the becade,
i bicularly in the areas of health, education and employment. The emphasiz on
e {mary health care moved the focus to women, the esducational gap between girle and
wa had narrowed, especially in developing countries, and there had been an
wereasing erosion of the fallacious "role model® that depicted women as
cspentlally vnproductive in the economic sense.
- The Secratary-General added that the United Mations Decade for Women had
incided with a period in which the world economy had run an uneasy courss. In
fiis context, women had suffered particularly from cutbacks in public investments
“'moglal programmes due to economic difficulties and the necessary process of
kiiustment. Ewen in these difficult economic times, howevar, the Decade had
dglstered significant progress. For ingtance, there had been an increase in the
jmbez of countries - from 28 in 1978 ko 90 in 1983 - with equal pay legislation on
their statute books. Qualitative and guantitative changes had taken place in
onen's participation in the labour force. The women of the twenty-first century
i)d enjoy better education and possess higher askilis than the women of 1975, and
#uld be better informed about her rights and obligations in soelety. The dreater
eness of women's issues was attributable in large meacure to the valuable

rts of the non—governmental community with which the United Nations system o
gontinued to collakorate closely. g

.D Concluding, the Secretary-General said that the positive trends of the Decade L
te encouraging., At the same time he noted that the challenge remained how ta
iEintaln the momentum beyond the Decade and to intensify internakional co-pperation

W'this vital area. A sense of shared purpose and direction, a renewed commitment .
he Plan of Action of Mexice City, the Programme of Action adopted at

nhagen, the goals and objeckives of the Decade and to the Charter af the United .
ions ought ko be a beacon to guide the world community through the days and VR
8 ahead. The effarts ko ensure equality of women's rights with those ofF men

gt ‘'not flag. He was eonfident that the international commenity, working in

cert, would respond to the challenges of the promotion of peace, tostering of SR,
hemic and social development and the universal observance of human righta. BHe NP
[eised that without the full partnership of women and men, goals would remain
isive and, in this light, vlewed the close of the United Nations Decade for Women
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38. In an iraugural addressz, His Excellency the Honourable Daniel T. arap Moi,
Fresident of the Republle of Kenya, welcomed the delegaticons and thanked the
Secretary=-gensral and the Secretariat of the United WHations for the support Lthey
had extended to the host Government in connectlon with preparations for the
Conferemnze,

39, He referred to the formidable task confronting the delegations and to the
numeroug makters on the agenda which bore vitally on the destiny of mankind.
Throughout history, and in all parts of the world, the human community had been
concerned with the izsues of eguality, development and peace, and hence it was
Eitting and indeed inevitable that these matters should form part of the agenda of

a conferetce convened to discuss the status and well-beling of more than half of the
world?e population.

4. The world commanity's precccupation with the integraticon of women in the
malnstream of human progress was of relatively recent date. Pespite bthe progress
made in almost aveyy field of human striving, efforks te alleviate the pliant of
woman had achieved less than the world community had & capacilty ko accomplich.
However, one poink of agreament was that a start had been made and that humanity

could not afford to slow down the momentum in a field 50 crucial to the well-being
of mankind.

41. HNoting that the Confersnge was taking place on the eve of celebrations to mark
the fortieth anniversary of the astabhlishment of the United Mations, he stressed
that this was a =pecial and hiskoric occasion [or teviewing and appraizing the
achievements of 10 years of International resolve and commitment to improve the
staktus of women and to formulate wviable strategies for the promotion of khe
advancement of women in the years ahead.

42, In thisz context, he referred to the action taken by the General Assembly aince
1975 to improve the status of women, and considered that the woerld community had
come a lomng way Since the Mexico City Conference, By the kime international ackion
was taken, Kenya, among otherz, had enacted legislative and constitukional
provisions guaranteeing to all pitizeps inalienable right= iyrespective of =ex,
craad, race or athnic criging. Remva had in addirvion ratified the Convention on
the Eliminattan of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and Renya was both 2
contributor to and beneficlary of the Onited MNations Development Fund for Women.
At the national level, women in Kenya were invelwed in the identification,
formulation and implementation of development activities, starting from the viliagé
level, and women had begun to entar the legal, medical, engineering and vekarinarY
professions which had previcusly been male-dominated.

43. Tn conclusion, the Precident of Eenya reaffirmed his country's total
commikment and detecrminatfon te continue assisting Kenyan women to attaln even
greater sugcesses in the coming yesrs, and he espressed the hopes of Kenya that the
deliberations aof the Conference would be inspired and tempered by the desire 9. -
succeed. In this contexkt, he stressed that, while differences of opinicn were -
bound to arize over certain issues at the Conference as at any othet, nonethelegd
it was vital that the objectives and aspirations of the Conference should not bé.
submerged by chekoric which might attract immediate and wide attention, but Erod.
which the Conference and, abave all, the women of the world would gain littleﬁ'ﬂ“
guccess of this Confarenge would also depend crucially on the will of a1l
Governments to implement its recommendations, for withowt this will rEEQIUhlﬂﬂE :
would remain mere paper monuments. Yeb, while it was the duty of Guuernmentstg"
take action, the onus remained on women to unite and take full advantage of. ﬂm
opportunities so Created. S
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R i, He stressed that women formed the most important element and performad

; litel‘ﬂll-"" vital functions in all societies, After a Decade of varying attempte to

"I ggqvance the cause of women, he said, the years ahead should witness resolute action
L ro eradicate chstacles to the advancement of women. The delegations owed it to the

o Jomen of the world to produce a final docioment that would prove that the journey to
wL pairobi in 1985 had not been in vain.

o 45, The Fresident of the Republic of Eenya formally declared the Conference open.,

B 6. At its lst meeting on 15 July 1985 the Conference elected by acclamaticon

af"-i*' -‘:"-Hiﬂﬂ Margaret Kenyatta, the head of the delegation of Kenya, as the President of
tﬂgf: the Confetence. In her atceptance speech, she expressed her own and her countey's
.gratit"”ie to the delegates for electing her bo khis high office, Indeed, zhe sald,
ci ! 411 africa was honoured by the decision of the warld COMmuUnity to accept the offer

o |n af tha Government of EKenya to host the Conferance, especfally during the year
i narking the fortieth anniversary of the United Nations.

" y7. Reviewing the major achievements for the advancement of women Since the

[ potablishment of the United Nations in 1945, she cited the Preamble of Ehe United

i B mattons Charter which reaffirmed faith in Fundamental human rights, in the dignity

L'nd warth Gf the human person, in the equal rights of men and women, and of pation=

large and small. She glgo particularly mentioned the ploneering work af the United

) ations Commission on the Status of Women which had made many significant

ecomnendations for promoting women's social, ecensmic and political rights, apd

had prepared Beveéral important internaticnal conventions on such subjects as the
litical rights of women, the natiomality of women, ay= and consent to marciage

tc. The adaption LY Lthe General Assenbly of the Convention on the Elimination of
1 Forms of Discriminaticn against Women was a significant contributlon to the

Sadvancement of women. Other achisvements of the United Nations Decade for Women
peluded the Mexico City and Copenhagen Conferences and the World Plan of Actian

and the Programme of Attion adopted, respectively, in Mexico City in 1975 amd in

Cepenhagen in 1980, She stressed that thess were mutually complementary

inatruments, not two separate ones. Their implementation involved not only

.gdm;-mgnl;s, but 2ls0 agencies and bodies of the ynited Nations system, and
ntergovernmental and non-governmental organizations.

i

4. She expressed the hope that all delegations would show good will in order to
ble the Conference to make a4 Serious contribuntion to the advancenent of women.

her part, she added that she would 49 her best to merit Lhe confidence which
"Qonference had placed in her.

E. Messages from Heads of State or Qoverrsment

_ The Conference regeived messa
'8de of Btate or Government of Al
eChosiovania, Democratic Yemen,

Jes wishing it success addressed to it by the
geria, Bulgaria, China, Colombia, Comoros, Cubsa,
Pominica, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gamb:ia, Garman
—werratic Republic, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Indonesia, Treland, Japan, Lebanon,
’tho, Maldives, Mali, Malta, Monaolia, Pakistan, Poland, Republic of Xorea,

‘It Vincent and the Grenadines, Benegal, Syrian Arab Republie, Trinidad and

9r Turkey, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Viet Nam, Yugoslavia and
'a'l
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¥, OUOther messajes

50. A mescage was received from Her Majesty the Queen of Jordan.

51. A Wmessage was received from the Chairman of the Palestine Libkeration
ocganization.

6. Adcption of the rules of procedure {agenda item 3}

52. At its 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference adcpted the i

provisicnal rules of procedure as contained in document ASCONF.11E6/2,* a8 reviged 5d.
in the 1ight of the acceptance by the Conference of the Economic and Social : 3§f
Council's reconmendations tedarding rules & and 1% (see document ASCONF.116/17), wa i

' 53,

Following discussicns during the pre-Conference consultations on matters of

' procedure, the President, immediately after the adeptioh of the rules of procedure,
E made the following statement:

L "In my capacilty as President of the Conference, and wlth the concurrence
L- of all groups concerned, I wish to make the following statement.

*

The squatre brackets in chaptecr VIII iDec icion-making) were removed.

% The text of the two tules reads:

PElecticns
"Rule ©

“Tha Conference shall eleck the following officers: a President, one
L5 Vice-President for Co-ordination, twenty-nine other Vice-Presidents, a

Rapporteur-General and a Presiding Officer For each of the Mala Committees
established in accordance with rule 45,

"Bagigions conoerning craanization

HAE *Rule 15

4 1 .

3 #1. The Conference shall, to the extent possible, at its first meeting:
j; {a) Elegt itg oificers and constitute its sobsidlary bedies;

bl Adopt its rules of procedurs} ' lf”

(¢) adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall, until zuch adeption, b€
the provisional agenda of the Conferenges .

{d} [ecide on the corganization of 1lts work.

»2. Recomtendations resulting from pre-conference consultations ghall, in
principle, be acted on without further dipcussion.”
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"Without prejudice to the rules of procedure of the Conference which hawve

been adopted, in particular rule 34, and without getting a precedent, a
general understanding has emerged as a result of cossultations whereby all
documents of the Conference, in particular the Forward-looking Strategies
document under jtem # of the Conference agenda, should be adopted by
congensus .

E. Adopticn of the agenda (agenda item 4)

-.i;.i; At the 2nd plenary meeting, on 15 July 1985, the Conference zdopted as its
| sgenda the provisional agenda (A/CONF.116/1) recommended by the Preparatory Body,
| ynich wae as follows:

Cpening of the Conference.

Election of the President.

Adoption of the ruleg of Procedure,

Rdoption of the agenda.

Eiectlon of officers other than the President.

Other organizational matters:

fa) Allocation of ftems to the Main Committess and organization of workp

{b} Credentials of representatives to the Conference:

(i) appeintment of the members of the Credentials Committeay
{ii) Report of the Credentials Committes.

Critical review and appraisal of prodeess achieved and obstacles

encountered in attaining the goals and objectives of the United Natiens

Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and the sub-themer

Employment, Health and Education, bearing in mind the guidelines laid

down at the World Conference of the Internaticnal Woemen's Year, held at

Mexico City, and the World Conference of tha tnited Mations Decade for

Women: EBguality, Development and Peace, held at Copenhagen:

{a) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regional
and international levels to attain the aoal and obijective of
equality;

k) Progress achieved and obstacles encountered at national, regfonal
and international lewvelc to attain the goal and ocbjeative of

deve lopment

{¢} Progress achieved and ehstacles encountered at national, regional
#nd international isvels to attain the goal and objective of peace.
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8. Forward-looking Strategies of implementation for the advancement of womep
for the period up to the year 2000, and concrete mea§ures ko overgoms
obstagles to the achievement of the goals and objectives of the United
Hations Decade foar Women! BEquality, Development and Peace, and the
sub-theme; gEmployment. Health and Bducation, bearing in mind the . 59,
Imternational Development gtrategy Ler the Third United Hations to 7

Development Decade “and tha establishment of a new international economie cons
arders the
' docu

{a} BStrategies and measures at the naticonal, reqional and international . 3/C01

levels ko achieve the goal of equalitys

(k) Straktegies and measures at the national, reglonal and internatiopal

levals ko achieve the goal of development§ _
Eu!

{¢] Strategies and measures 2t the national, regional and international . | plena
lavel to achieve the geal of peace. ; - folle
" parag
3. Adoption of the repart of the Conference.

I. Election of offigers other than the President {agenda item 5} F
55. At its 2Znd plemary meeting on 1 July 1985 the Conference elected .. f;ﬁL '
i Mr. fTom Vraalsen (Worway) Vice-President for to=ordination and the following . JFrecomn
s 39 grakes as Vice-Presidents: Austratia, asustria, Bangladesh, Putrundi, Chad, ) 3§uw pt
Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Czechoslevakia, Ecuador, Francer German Democratic ;- Eimpic
[ndia, Indonesia, lrag, I[reland, Aigetent

e Bepublis, Germany, Federal republic af, Greece,
i Japan, Liberia, Mali, Nicaragua, Syrianm arab Republic, Thailand, Tunisia, Union of ~Jigonaid

Soviet Socialist Republics, United republic of fanzania, Veneztela, Zambia. A

M

LI
o
"l.":'.l_" .

elected Rapporteur-General.

e 56, Mrs, Elena Lagadinova (Bulgaria} was

ja Lopez {Colombia) Preplding QFficer of the .-

57. The Confarence elected Mrs. Cecil
(Philippines) Presiding Dfficer of the

. Firet Committes and Mrs. Rosaric Manale
m! Fecond Committes.

58. The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
Rapporteyurs: | .

First Committes

ﬁ pPeputy Presiding OfFicers: Ma. Lagtitia van den HEsum {Hetherlands)
H Ms. Olimpia Solomonesct {Romania)
E Me. Hulsum Saifallah {Pakisktan)

Rapporteur: mg. Diaroumeye Gany (Niger)

Second Committep

: Deputy Presiding Officers: Ms. piliie Miller (Barbados}
¥ Ms. Konjit Sine Giogis {Ethicpial

Ms. Eva Szilagyi (Hungary!}

Rapporteurs ¥=. Helen Ware {Australial
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' J. Other orgqanizational matters fagenda item &)

1. Allocatisn of agenda items

at its 3rd plenary meeting on 16 July 1985 the Conference decided that items 1
ep 7 and 9 would be considered in plenary meetings and that item B would bLe
weonsidered by the Maln Committees, {For the distribution of the work as betwesn

he two Committees in ralation to item 8, in particular congideration of the

peument Concerniny Forward-looking Strategies (A/CONF.116/12}, see document
A /OONF.116/L., 2,)

2. Credentials of representatives ko the conferance

. In conformity with rule 4 of the rules of procedure tha Conference at its 2nd
Ak planary meeting on 15 July 1985 established a Credentlals Comelittee composed of the
- ollowing States: Bhukan, China, Cuba, Bguatsrial Suinea, Italy, Ivory Coast,
Lparaguay, Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics, United States of America.

K. 1Implicaticns of Conference decisions for the programme

budget of the pnited Wations

At the 19th plenary mesting, on 26 July 14985,
precommendations of the Main Committees,

iiny pravisions of decisions taken or res
Eftplications For the programme budget of

tiention of the General Assembly by the
siderad the report of the Conference,

before the consideration of the
the Secretary of the Conference stated that
olutions adopted by the onferepce thakt had
the United Wations would be brought to the
Secretariatk at the time when the asgemhly
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